
TrHfilc Safcty Panel Discussion
 
JHllllHry 28, 2009
 

Attendees: Mr. Jeny Gmber, e;ty Ma.-uget, Town of Atherton 
Mr. Duncan Jones, Ai!lerton Public Works
 
Officer Grucc Castillo, CalltbmiaIHghway Patrol
 
Ms. Trisb Tice. Cllllfmni;l Highway Patrol
 
Sergeant Anlhony Kockler, Atherton Police Department
 
Officer Tim Marks, Atherton Pollee Depart:ment
 
Officer Lou Tomme!, Menlo Park Police Deparlment
 
Dcpuly Todd Schindler, SlID Mateo Count':' Sheriff's Office
 
MI'. Rene Balle, Tronsportation Engineer, City ofMenloPmk
 

Objective: To oouc.ale parents about keeping children and ourselves safe whe-ll transporting 
them to and from school. 

PEDESTRIAN SAFETY 

• Face the traffic when you are walking. Do nol have cars coming up from behind you. 
• Use designated cross walks to cross street, as they are more visible to cars. Pedestrians 

do not have the right to step oul in fronl oftrafftc per the vehicle law. Nced to w3it lor a 
break: in traffic, 

• , Obey the trafTic signals. 
• Do not walk alone - strength in numbers, especially for ehildrert. 
• No children should be playing in the roadway. 

a.	 Problem with MA students on ColemM. 
b.	 Someone could be throwIloffbal:m.ce and injured. 

• Be aware of'your surroundings -left, right and behind. 
• It is ok to walk with yom' phone, but pay attention to your (illIToundings. 
• Do nol cross the street while lalking on the phone ". unsafe. 

BICYCLE SAFETY 

• . Bicyclists must travel in thc samc dirc-clion as cars, 
•	 Bicyclists must follow the same rules as automobile drivers i.e,) cars must slop at stop signs 

and bicycles must stop at stop signs. 
•	 Knaw and use the proper hand signals, as described in the California State Vehicle Code 

22111
 
(http://y..'V-.rw. dmv.C3.~!?1ilYcl0p/gl11Y<::22~J Jolltm)
 

•	 Bicycles are required by law to yield to pedestrians. 
•	 Ride singlo file in !.he bike lane. or to the extreme right of the road if no bike [mie is 

available. 
•	 No passengers allowed on handlebars or foot pegs. 
•	 rfusing earphones) may only have one in so you can hem' sirens, cars. 
•	 Helmets must bc worn until 18 years oId. 

n.	 Must be strapped tight under the chin. 
b.	 Helmet law applies to scooters und skateboards. 

•	 Use pant strap on right leg to avoid pants geHing caught in chain, 
•	 Walk your hike in a crosswalk especially with children. 
•	 Headlight mounted at night or you will receive a citation. 



•	 Tvfusl have front) Tear and side reflectors. 

VEffiCLE SAFETY 

•	 Children under the age of 12 should ride in the back of the vehicle. 
•	 Exception to above rule is some tWO seat vehicles with airbag disable buttons. 
•	 The back, center seat is the safest seat in the car, 
•	 DO NOT ever move the vehlc1e until the seatbdts are properly buekled. 
•	 Ensure children's seatbehs are fastened aud tightened properly. 
•	 Never leave a ehild unattended in a vehicle at any time for any feaRon. You will receive a 

citation. 
•	 Do not aHow passengers in the front seat to ride with feet up on dash an accident could 

push them through !he windshield or break ankles aud feet hudly. 

!;,E.LL PHONES TEXTING WffiLE DRIVING - LAWS 

•	 ZERO TOLERANCE for eell phones, unless designed and confignred for hands lrce. 
•	 Only one ear plug. 
•	 Only exception is calling fire, police or medical for an emergency. 
•	 Additional details can ne found on the DMV website. (Vehicle Code Section 23123: 

hllp://WWW.UD.,!y.ca,gov/p:uhs/vctoo/d1 l/.:ve23 I23.httn) 
•	 Drivers shall not drive while \-"riting, sending or receiving text messages. 
•	 Under age 18, no cell phones may be used eVen if integrated into ear system, The only 

exception is making a 911 call lOr 311 emergency. 
•	 Cell phones and textiog are distracting to the driver and cause too nlany avoidable collisions. 

especially in bumper to bumper traffic. 

!.lOOTER SEATS/CAR SEAT 

•	 Car Seat: Birth to 20 pounds ~l11ust be in rear/acing car seat unless being tra.n.&'Ported in a 
bed for medical reMOI1S. 

•	 Booster Seat: Up lo ~lge 6 or 60 pounds. 
•	 Sl.lggest that children remain in rear facing position until maximum weight of seat OR until 

age 2 to protcct their neck<;, Spinal cord injuries may result from collisions hecause bones 
arc still soft, 

•	 5 point harness systcm is best bItt needs to be installed properly or children can be ejected 
from seat. Clip is very important to install properly. 

•	 Seal bclt nllJst fit on child like an adult ... across shoulder, sternum and hip. If it bits neur the 
neck, the child needs to be in a booster. 

•	 Booster seats should be used with a shoulder and lap belt. 
•	 Call CIIP ((650) 369-6261) to make an appointment ",ith a Safety Seat Technician if you 

need additional help or wanl to know the safest seats for children to sit in based on age and 
sIze. 

:lAFE ROUTES TO L6,UREL SCHQOLPROJECT 



Safe Routes to Laurel School Project -~ strrrleu in January 2007 - based on community meetingt', 
law cnfol'cement input, input fi'om Laurel School and Menlo Park Cily school distTicL official')) 
and input from the mufti-jurisdictional group consisting of the San Mfltco County; the City of 
Menlo Park and the Town of Atherton, Currently, there are six main areas of planned 
improvements for Lhc Safe Routes to Laurel P1'Oject as follows: 

1)	 Hay Road and Greenwood DrivelSuburban Park: Proposing new crosswalk on south side, 
handicap ramp on the west side, adding sidewalk 011 the west benv-een new handicap ramp 
and bus stop sign, for kid'f to wait for bus slop so they are out ofthe bike lane, wider bike 
lanes on Bay Road and additional street lights on the east side contiguous to Flood Park~ 

2)	 Bay Road and Ringwood Avenue: Proposing additional street lights at the ;niersectim1, 
permanent 6" concrele curb that keeps southbound cars turn-in/{ from Bay to RW from 
getting info the bike lane, wider bike lanes, and handicap ramp at the nonfle.asterly comer of 
the intersection. 

3)	 Willow Roadand Coleman Avenue: Addingfaurih crosswalk and count down sibrna/s, 
4)	 Rin~vood Avenue between CoLeman Avenue and Edge Road: New stop signs at Ringwood 

Avenue and Co/ern.an Avenue, new high visibility cross walk at the west leg of Ringwood 
Avenue at Coleman Avenue, Lighted crosswalk at the exi..';ting crossv.'alk on Ringwood Avenue 
at Edge Road, 8 foot pathway (either AC or concrete) for bikes and walkers on the north 
side of RinbJ1"ood Avenue (Atherton side), additional no parking siJ::.:'}JS on the north side of 
Ring1vood Avenue (Atherton side) , land'lcape trimming to improve visibility,' and Speed 
Feedhack display sign, just we"~.t oflhe intersection of RiJlgwood Avenue and Coleman 
Avenue, for the ea~tbo'UlJd cars 

5)	 Ringwood Avenue between Edge Road and Colby Avenue - Proposing new- 6" concrete curb 
that will separate a new 6'wide pedestrian pathway from the parlred ctrrpooling cars and 
"Park against Curb n signs Or! the north side ofRingl-vood Avenue (School Side). 

6)	 Rblgwood Avenue at Colby Avenue: Proposing new, high visibility, crosswalk on the south 
leg of the intersection, a new, high visibility, lighted crosswalk on the west leg of the 
intersection, and a Speed Feedback Display sign, just east ofthe intersection (if Ringwood 
Avenue and Colby Avenue, for the westbound cars. 

Estimated time to implementation is approximately one to oue and half years hut they arc trying 
Lo ::;tart ASAP. Safe Routes moved fonvard without final resolution for Coleman Avenue to 
avoid delays. Elected officials from the San Muteo County, Town of Athetton, and City of 
:Menlo Park, and official;; irom the Menlo Park CiLy School District and Sequioa Union High 
School Dislrict are currently working on the Safe Route to School improvements on Coleman 
Avenue and plamled improvements on Coleman Aveuue may be considered for a State grant iu 
;,'Ummer of201O, 



Qyestlons & Answers 

1)	 Question re: trn:ffic around MA High School and increased police presence to discourage 
cars stopping from dropping kids in no drop zones, people double riding llnd kids 
walking in the street. Traffic near MA is particularly bad due to construction of the 
performing arts building. CiLy win look il1to getting new signs that are more \'1sible for 
No Stopping to Lty to keep cars and kids out of the bike lane for those going to and from 
Encinal School. 

2)	 Question re: where is the safest place for your children to be when you are riding on 
bike-s wilh them? Kids should be in the #1 position so you can guide them properiy. 
They should not ride behind you because you can not see them and can not yell at them to 
stop. Continuous turning around by pllrent could C3.m,;e accident. 

3) Question Ie: riding bikes on school property. As soon as bikcs and riders hit the paths on 
5e11001 property all bikes should be walked. There is no riding On school property at any 
time, 

4) Question re: scooters and skateboards, Menlo Park law states no bikes in the skate park 
and helmet raw must be followed in addition to elbow pads and knee pad~. Bikes \\'ill be 
confiscated and must be retrieved by an adult. 

5) Question re: riding or- walkiug aeross crosswalk on Ringwood. Per Atherton Police, 
bikes should be wfilked across cross walk with kids in front ofyou and very eIosc to you, 
especially with the K-3 age Hmge. Police also (cstated tl13t pedestl'ln.ns do not have the 
right to step in front oftraffie per tIle vehicle law. 

G)	 Question re: left hand tum into school pwperLy while on bike and right of way. Vehicle 
code must be adhered to so bikes must yield to oneoming traffic until it is safe to make a 
left nn'n onto Edge Road. Police restated that this is potentially a very dangerous 
situation for the kids and encouraged people to usc thc cross wHlk and willk the hikes. 

7) Question rc: safest plaee to ride along Ringwood, especially given carpool lane at pick up 
and drop off. Police stated bikes should ride with the now of crank if the bike lrmc is 
tmavaiIabie or 3S close to the right side as possible. This is an area being addressed with 
Safe Routes. 

8)	 Cummcntmadc encouragIng drivers to be extra vigilnnt when drivjng and turning into 
school property because of proximity to bike lane and bikers leaving school. :MP Police 
mentioned that Oak Knoll has Ot1e central crossing place for all bikes and thi!' has 
alleviated many of the l.:ro~sing problems, they had ~t the school. 

9)	 Comment regarding unsafe situation at pick up when rules of the road are not followed. 
Drivers arc watching Cilfl l traffic flow on Riugwood, clllpool lanc~ pedestrians in 
crosswalks as direi,,1ed by Carl (crossing Edge & Ringwood)~ tv1A students walking down 
Ringwood with low visibility because of bushes as well as bicyclibis that are riding up 
right side of traffic on Edge lll1d not stopping, 

10) Comment regarding dlssatisfaetion with the location of the bike racks. 
11) Question rc: MA students crossing at Middlefield and Oak Grove as well as Middlelield 

and Ravenswood. Suggested that new crossing syStem be implemented [ike Sau 
Francisco where all pedestrians can walk across inten;ection in any dirtXLlon for specific 
period of time to cleal" up eongel'tions: and delays caused by cars inability to tum right 
dming this time. AthertoH PD wid (tny changes here are unlikely but they are writing 
ticket<; for kids crossing the road illegally. 


